Background: Ischemia reperfusion injury is the leading cause of myocardial cell death in Ischemic 22 Heart Disease. Thus intensive research efforts are geared at discovering pharmacological 23 approaches that prevent it. Over twenty species from the genus Salvia are widely applied in 24 traditional Chinese medicine in the management of heart diseases with Salvia miltiorrhiza 25 (Danshen) being a canonical example. Our study aimed to investigate the cardio-protective effects 26 of the freeze-dried extracts of salvia coccinea against ischemia reperfusion injury in a rodent in-27 vitro model of global ischemia. 28 Methods: Forty two (42) Sprague Dawley rats were randomly assigned into five groups: positive 29 control (Glucosamine 1000mg/kg), negative control group (Krebs Henseleit buffer), low dose test 30 (50 mg/100ml), medium dose test (100 mg/100ml), and high dose test (200 mg/100ml).
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